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cluster would allow a large amount of the inflowing inctooritic matter to escape them, and the larger suns situated near the surface of the inner dense cluster would draw to themselves the greater part of this matter.1 The various planets of our system were no doubt built up from a portion of the matter that flowed in near the plane of the ecliptic, but much of that which came from all other directions would be drawn towards the sun itself or to its neighbouring suns. Some of this would fall directly into it; other masses coming from different directions and colliding with each other would have their motion checked, and thus again fall into the sun; and .so long as the matter falling in wore not in too large masses, the slow additions to the sun's bulk and increase of its heat would be sutUciently gradual to be in no way prejudicial to a planet at the earth's distance.
The main point 1 wish to suggest here is, that by far the greater portion of the matter of the whole stellar universe has, either through gravitation or in combination with electrical forces, as suggested by Mr. Whit taker,, become drawn together into the vast ring formed system of the Milky Way, which is, presumably, slowly revolving, and has thus been cheeked in its original inflow towards the centre of mass of the stellar universe,
'Sinn* writing thlN rlwptrr I Jwvr »,rrn n jwprr hy I.ui#i d'Aurin drnling mnthnnnticnUy with " Stelhir Motion," rte., mid wn jtlruvd to tier thut, front qtiito different ron*«ith'mU<tir<) he h.vi found it nnvvmry to jiliuv the solar \v.stcm at u distance from thr wit re not very mwh more remote thim the position I have given it, He Htiyn: " Wr Iwve gtwd meiuun tu Mtpjwse. Hint tti«- solnr ,sy.l»trtn h nithrr in'itr thr rrntrr of thr Milky W»y, nntl as this ('nitre would, mvonliiif? to mtr hypotht"»H, foinridr with the orntrt* of the t^niver.w, the (Uxtnnrr of I.If) light ynir-i ns^iumrd i« not tmt gmit, nor run il he very much smaller." Journal <>f the l-'rnnklin Inntitute, Mtin-lt, WQ3,tain during the night the very moderate amount of heat it might, absorb during; the day. Tins conclusion is sup-                             •
